
 
 

An open letter regarding the voluntary school fee 
 
 
 
Each fall, parents of students at South Carleton H.S. are asked to pay a voluntary school activity fee of $35.  The 
purpose of this fee is to support school events designed to enrich the student experience through involvement in 
extracurricular events.   
 
As many parents may be aware, the O.C.D.S.B. is well aligned with the Ministry of Education policy that 
prohibits charging fees for curricular costs.  That is, every student should be able to complete their education in 
the courses of their choosing without having to pay any compulsory course fees.  This is why there are no longer 
shop fees, science lab fees, or even fees for outdoor education courses.  Those costs, which were previously 
collected from parents, are now paid for from Ministry funds passed down through the Board budget.  There are 
still provisions for charging fees for field trips (as long as they are not required for success in the course) or 
enhancements (such as using oak instead of pine in woodshop), but in general there should be zero cost for 
curricular activities.   
 
The same is not true for extracurricular activities.  As a school, we rely primarily on funds collected from parents 
to run extracurricular activities.  There are many activities where we can easily link the participant to the activity 
and require payment of the student activity fee to help cover costs.  This is the case for all sports teams and many 
clubs or events that cost significant amounts to run (such as Leadership Camp).   
 
While the student fee does help cover the cost of the above listed activities, it also covers much, much more. The 
challenge really is that the “much more” that is covered is not easily attributable to a particular student’s 
involvement in an activity, and for moral and ethical reasons certainly should not be.  For example, our breakfast 
club offers free breakfast daily to any hungry students.   This program is supported entirely through community 
donations and funds from our voluntary student fees.  We certainly would never consider saying students could 
only access that program if they had paid their student fees.  Likewise with assemblies and speakers, or student 
council spirit activities.  This is also the same with our transition programs or student recognition events like 
undergrad awards, principal’s tea, or commencement.  Not only would it be logistically impossible to manage 
access to these extracurricular activities through student fee payment, it would be wholly inappropriate to do so.   
 
If you can afford the $35 voluntary student activity fee, please consider sending in this valuable support at the 
beginning of the school year.  Note that we have the online payment system for secure, instant, and trackable 
payment of any school costs is available at ocdsb.schoolcashonline.com, including voluntary school fees.   
 
Yours, 
 
 
Bill Arden       
Principal      


